ROUNDABOUT AND SWINGS
good business-men followed Henry's lead. They
found common cause in a common enmity, and built
a new religion on the same foundations as had served
for Scottish patriotism. Hatred, that is. Hatred of
England had kept Scotland at war for rather more than
two hundred years, and now, for too long, hatred of
Rome was to engage it in other wars. Patriotism
founded on hatred, by breeding a habit of violence,
had promoted internal dissension whenever a cessation
of foreign hostility had given Scotland time to be
self-conscious. Religion, grown on greed and hatred,
promoted bitterness, intolerance, and envy. It may
be said, without possibility of contradiction, that
Scotland had been forced into its conception of
patriotism-as-hatred by the destructive policy of
Edward I. It may also be said, without much fear
of denial, that Scotland was initially led to confuse
religion with hatred and jealousy by the wealth and
corruption of the Roman Church in Scotland. But
despite compulsion on the one hand, and strong
provocation on the other, it is none the less regrettable
that our love of country and love of God should both
have been expressed by hatred of our fellow-men.
It must be noted, however, that the Reformers did
not hate England: they hated France instead, which
D                             49